March 24, 1999

VOINOVICH) was added as a cosponsor of
Senate Joint Resolution 14, a joint res-
olution proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States au-
thorizing Congress to prohibit the
physical desecration of the flag of the
United States.
SENATE RESOLUTION 53
At the request of Mr. DoDD, his name
was added as a cosponsor of Senate
Resolution 53, a resolution to designate
March 24, 1999, as ‘“‘National School Vi-
olence Victims’ Memorial Day.”
SENATE RESOLUTION 54
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of Senate Resolution 54, a reso-
lution condemning the escalating vio-
lence, the gross violation of human
rights and attacks against civilians,
and the attempt to overthrow a demo-
cratically elected government in Sierra
Leone.
SENATE RESOLUTION 68
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. SMITH) were added as co-
sponsors of Senate Resolution 68, a res-
olution expressing the sense of the Sen-
ate regarding the treatment of women
and girls by the Taliban in Afghani-
stan.
SENATE RESOLUTION 71
At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the
names of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as
cosponsors of Senate Resolution 71, a
resolution expressing the sense of the
Senate rejecting a tax increase on in-

vestment income of certain associa-
tions.
SENATE RESOLUTION T4—EX-

PRESSING THE SUPPORT OF THE
SENATE FOR THE MEMBERS OF
THE UNITED STATES ARMED
FORCES WHO ARE ENGAGED IN
MILITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
YUGOSLAVIA

Mr. LOTT (for himself, Mr. DASCHLE,
and all other Senators) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
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Whereas the President has authorized
United States participation in NATO mili-
tary operations against the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia;

Whereas up to 22,000 members of the Armed
Forces are presently involved in operations
in and around the Balkans region with the
active participation of NATO and other coa-
lition forces; and

Whereas the Senate and the American peo-
ple have the greatest pride in the members of
the Armed Forces and strongly support
them: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the
members of the United States Armed Forces
who are engaged in military operations
against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
and recognizes their professionalism, dedica-
tion, patriotism, and courage.
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EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT FOR FISCAL
YEAR 1999

BINGAMAN AMENDMENT NO. 125

Mr. STEVENS (for Mr. BINGAMAN)
proposed an amendment to the bill (S.
544) making emergency supplemental
appropriations and rescissions for re-
covery from natural disasters, and for-
eign assistance, for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1999, and for other
purposes; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:
SEC. . FINDINGS AND SENSE OF SENATE RE-
GARDING  SEQUENTIAL  BILLING
POLICY FOR HOME HEALTH PAY-
MENTS UNDER THE MEDICARE PRO-
GRAM.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) Section 4611 of the Balanced Budget Act
of 1997 included a provision that transfers fi-
nancial responsibility for certain home
health visits under the medicare program
under title XVIII of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.) from part A to part B
of such program.

(2) The sole intent of the transfer described
in paragraph (1) was to extend the solvency
of the Federal Hospital Insurance Trust
Fund under section 1817 of such Act (42
U.S.C. 1395i).

(3) The transfer described in paragraph (1)
was supposed be ‘‘seamless’ so as not to dis-
rupt the provision of home health services
under the medicare program.

(4) The Health Care Financing Administra-
tion has imposed a sequential billing policy
that prohibits home health agencies under
the medicare program from submitting
claims for reimbursement for home health
services provided to a beneficiary unless all
claims for reimbursement for home health
services that were previously provided to
such beneficiary have been completely re-
solved.

(5) The Health Care Financing Administra-
tion has also expanded medical reviews of
claims for reimbursement submitted by
home health agencies, resulting in a signifi-
cant slowdown nationwide in the processing
of such claims.

(6) The sequential billing policy described
in paragraph (4), coupled with the slowdown
in claims processing described in paragraph
(5), has substantially increased the cash flow
problems of home health agencies because
payments are often delayed by at least 3
months.

(7) The vast majority of home health agen-
cies under the medicare program are small
businesses that cannot operate with signifi-
cant cash flow problems.

(8) There are many other elements under
the medicare program relating to home
health agencies, such as the interim pay-
ment system under section 1861(v)(1)(L) of
such Act (42 U.S.C. 1395x(v)(1)(L)), that are
creating financial problems for home health
agencies, thereby forcing more than 2,200
home health agencies nationwide to close
since the date of enactment of the Balanced
Budget Act of 1997.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the Health Care Financ-
ing Administration should—

(1) evaluate and monitor the use of the se-
quential billing policy (as described in sub-
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section (a)(4)) in making payments to home
health agencies under the medicare program
under title XVIII of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.);

(2) ensure that—

(A) contract fiscal intermediaries under
the medicare program are timely in their
random medical review of claims for reim-
bursement submitted by home health agen-
cies; and

(B) such intermediaries adhere to Health
Care Financing Administration instructions
that limit the number of claims for reim-
bursement held for such review for any par-
ticular home health agency to no more than
10 percent of the total number of claims sub-
mitted by the agency; and

(3) ensure that such intermediaries are
considering and implementing constructive
alternatives, such as expedited reviews of
claims for reimbursement, for home health
agencies with no history of billing problems
who have cash flow problems due to random
medical reviews and sequential billing.

LEAHY (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 126

Mr. STEVENS (for Mr. LEAHY for
himself, Mr. JEFFORDS, and Ms. CoL-
LINS) proposed an amendment to the
bill, S. 544, supra; as follows:

On page 2, between lines 20 and 21, insert
the following:

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

For an additional amount to carry out the
agricultural marketing assistance program
under the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946
(7 U.S.C. 1621 et seq.), $200,000, and the rural
business enterprise grant program under sec-
tion 310B(c) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(c)),
$500,000: Provided, That the entire amount
shall be available only to the extent an offi-
cial budget request for $700,000, that includes
designation of the entire amount of the re-
quest as an emergency requirement as de-
fined in the Balanced Budget and Emergency
Deficit Control Act of 1985, as amended, is
transmitted by the President to Congress:
Provided further, That the entire amount is
designated by Congress as an emergency re-
quirement under section 251(b)(2)(A) of such
Act.

On page 37, between lines 9 and 10, insert
the following:

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
EMERGENCY CONSERVATION FUND

Of the amount made available under the
heading ‘‘EMERGENCY CONSERVATION PRO-
GRAM”’ in chapter 1 of title Il of the 1998 Sup-
plemental Appropriations and Rescissions
Act (Public Law 105-174; 112 Stat. 68), $700,000
are rescinded.

LINCOLN (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 127

Mr. STEVENS (for Mrs. LINCOLN for
herself, Mr. HUTCHINSON, and Mr.
WYDEN) proposed an amendment to the
bill, S. 544, supra; as follows:

On page 7, between lines 8 and 9, insert the
following:

GENERAL PROVISION, THIS CHAPTER

SEC. ____. CROP INSURANCE OPTIONS FOR
PRODUCERS WHO APPLIED FOR CROP REVENUE
COVERAGE PLUS.—(a) ELIGIBLE PRODUCERS.—
This section applies with respect to a pro-
ducer eligible for insurance under the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.)
who applied for the supplemental crop insur-
ance endorsement known as Crop Revenue
Coverage PLUS (referred to in this section as
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